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Newsletter for self-containment testing officers 
 

In this Issue: 

 

• Updated website, resources – agent’s page 

• Updated guidelines - anomalies and 

interpretation 

• NZLC charges. 

• Vehicles not up to standard - resellers 

• Recording sheets /Testing Officer visits. 

• ‘It’s the putting right that counts’ 

• Christchurch visit / meeting   

• Would a national association of self-

containment testing officers be a good idea? 

• Sustainable camping practices and testing 

officers  

 

Over winter it has definitely been quiet on the self-

containment front but it has also been a great time to 

improve systems, resources and do some planning for 

the summer season. August has seen a significant 

increase in the number of self-containment checks 

coming through and we are just off the 6500 mark.  

 

We are planning to send this newsletter out on a 

monthly basis from now on to keep all our testing 

officers up to date with what is happening.  

 

Updated website - resources  
Over the past winter we have been working on 

improving our resources and support materials for 

testing officers and the public prior to the coming 

season. The NZLC website has now been updated. 

Go to www.nzlifestylecamping.com  

     or  www.RVKiwi.com 

For testing officer resources, checksheets etc;  

   go to www.nzlifestylecamping.com/agents  

        or www.RVKiwi.com/agents  

 

You will note that we have also added a projects page 

with discussion and ideas. This will also have links to 

our retail agents / testing officers for purchases. Our 

RVKiwi online shop will be up and running by 1 

September. This online shop will be setup to support 

our testing officers with kits and parts where they have 

difficulty sourcing these and will refer the public to 

listed retail and servicing businesses. A discount will 

be given to all testing officers who purchase. 

 

If your business offers electrical, warrants, gas 

and general repairs and you wish to be listed on 

our public website please email a brief summary of 

your services to admin@nzlifestylecamping.com .  
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Updated guidelines - anomalies and 

interpretation 
The www.RVKiwi.com/agents link takes you to our 

updated guidelines. These have been peer reviewed 

but we will continue to review them and improve / 

modify as required.  

 

We have tried to address anomalies in the current 

standard and clarify where industry practice and 

standards for approved alternative products meet or 

exceed the standard. In all cases we recognise that 

NZS5465:2001 is the minimum standard for 

certified self containment.  

 

NZLC charges 
Thank you to everyone for accepting our increased 

processing charges without complaint.  Maintaining 

and improving our support to testing officers from Keri 

Keri to Invercargill is costly and we are working hard to 

provide 7 day support.  The new fee from 1 July is 

$40.00. Through our promotional and support 

partnership with the All Points Camping Club of NZ a 

discount is provided to APCNZ members. Combined 

CSC and club membership for is $55.00 This helps to 

promote our organisation and in turn advocacy for NZ 

campers.  

 

Vehicles not up to standard – resellers 
A vehicle is certified for self containment for 4 years 

from the time of inspection. As with warrants of fitness 

or any other compliance activity once the vehicle has 

been checked the authorising agent has no control 

over any changes that are subsequently made.  

 

We expect that where a vehicle is identified as not up 

to standard steps should be taken, where possible, to 

rectify this. If a vehicle is identified as not up to 

standard NZLC can only note our register and strongly 

suggest that the vehicle owner gets it fixed. We are 

now taking the approach that all self-containment 

window cards remain the property of the issuing 

authority. While we cannot physically remove the 

window cards we can ask non compliant vehicle 

owners for them to be destroyed. A statement to this 

effect will be added to all new self containment letters / 

issues. In all such situations discretion must be 

applied.  

 

“It’s the putting right that counts”   
Do you remember this ‘famous in NZ’ slogan? If as a 

testing officer / vehicle reseller you are working on a 

vehicle that does not meet the self-containment 

standard we ask you to do what you can or make 

suggestions to remedy the situation. We are all human 

and where a testing officer has made an error we will 

work with the parties to resolve the situation. 

 

Social media has become a great compliance tool with 

non complying vehicles being sold quickly identified 

and many of these are being brought up to standard. 

 

Recording sheets /Testing Officer visits 
Every self containment check completed should be 

recorded on a register. On the agents page 

www.RVKiwi/agents you can download and print off 

recording sheets.  

 

The NZLC database identifies the first testing officer 

details for each checksheet only. If you need a 

summary of checks completed by you from us we can 

search / list by testing officer ID, vehicle rego, email, 

ph, address, date etc. We cannot search by 2nd testing 

officer. 

 Over the summer months we will be visiting testing 

officers to provide support, answer questions will ask 

to see your recoding sheets.  

 

Christchurch visit / 17th October 

meeting / meal 
I will be in Christchurch from midday Thursday 17 

October to Sunday 20th October and attending the NZ 

tiny homes conference on the Saturday. 

 

I will be contacting testing officers to meet Thursday 

and Friday with an informal dinner planned for the 

Thursday evening (6:00pm). The venue is yet to be 

decided and recommendations are requested. This is 

a great opportunity to meet other testing officers 

informally. We don’t always agree but it’s important to 

build a strong support network.  

 

Is a national association of self-

containment testing officers a good idea? 
The NZLC approach is that no single organisation 

should control certified self-containment in NZ but that 

a unified approach is the best solution. A first step for 

this could be simple association /forum of qualified 

testing officers. This is not to control the industry but to 

start building support and consensus. We are 

interested in your thoughts.  

 

Sustainable camping practices and 

testing officers 
One commonality across all our testing officers and 

associated businesses is our concern for sustainable 

and responsible camping practices. At NZLC this is 

something we will be actively promoting to vehicle 

operators / owners and we are aware that some of our 

larger agencies are already doing this. Please share 

with us what you are doing in this area.  

 

http://www.rvkiwi.com/agents
http://www.allpointscampingnz.org/
http://www.rvkiwi/agents


Camping Industry Advocacy 
Recently we met with Tourism Industry Aotearoa 

advocate Steve Hanrahan. Steve chairs TIA’s 

Responsible Camping Forum. As a financial member 

of TIA, we have requested representation on this 

forum. It is calculated that 60% of NZ Tourism revenue 

comes from domestic tourism, yet there seems no 

inclination to effectively engage with NZ consumers or 

to discuss our concerns. TIA’s current lack of practical, 

working, knowledge of the NZ Self Containment / 

camping activity was very apparent and is a concern.  

 

NZLC is continuing to Lobby the Department of 

Conservation for equitable access to DOC Campsites. 

Currently DOC offers exclusive discounts through 

Rental vehicle operators and NZMCA membership but 

will not provide equitable discount to any other NZ 

groups. It’s great to see DOC investing in Tourism and 

funding or subsidising initiatives but we consider the 

NZ resident / taxpayer should be treated fairly. Getting 

a straight answer or meaningful dialogue via our DOC 

contacts to date is near impossible.   

 

We have had no success getting to discussions with 

the governments responsible camping working party 

and MBIE. This group is very much tourism industry 

and local government directed and has no public 

representation component. We support this working 

party and what it is doing but do not believe you can 

build a sustainable camping industry in NZ without fair 

public representation and consultation.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you ! 

 

I would like to thank all testing officers who have come 

aboard with us over the past 2 years. It was always a 

risk to take on self-containment across NZ but the 

results have been worth it. It is only with the support 

and confidence that you have shown in our small team 

that we have been able to achieve what we have done.  

 

Special thanks to Wayne Ravelich for putting his name 

and ongoing support behind the organisation.  

Wayne and Jo are currently finishing the conversion of 

their bus and then will also be out on the road visiting 

testing officers and businesses over the summer.  

 

Remember, contact us if you have any questions, 

concerns or suggestions. 

 

                                   Kind Regards, Gary Stoneley, 
                             Director, NZ Lifestyle Camping Ltd.  

Have you checked out the All Points Camping 

website. Membership is open to all campers our 

interested people in NZ.  

 

Key benefits are: 

- Public Liability cover for organised events 

- Savings with national retailers, insurance, 

Cook Strait ferries and some campgrounds 

- Club events, support and friendship. 

- Advocacy for campers rights 

 

Go to www.allpointscampingnz.org for more info. 

http://www.allpointscampingnz.org/

